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Art Unit: 3611 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



Claims 1-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In claims 1 and 15, last line, it is not clear which element is being referred to by "its" and it is 
not clear what "associated planar portion" the applicant is referring to. In claim 2, line 3 and 
throughout the rest of the claims, "said planar portion" should apparently be "said at least one 
planar portion". In claim 2, line 4 and throughout the rest of the claims, "said one planar side" 
should apparently be "said at least one planar side". In claim 15, last line, it is not clear whether 
the planar portion is the same as the planar portion defined in claim 1. In claims 16 and 29, line 2, 
"that shaped" is awkward and confusing. In claims 23 and 36, line 1, it is not clear which free 
edge the applicant is referring to. In claims 24 and 28, last line, it is not clear which element is 
being referred to by "its". In claim 28, last line, it is not clear whether the planar portion is the 
same as the planar portion defined in claim 24. In claim 39, line 2, "first second" is awkward and 
confusing. 



(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use 



or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
1. Claims 1-3 and 15-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Partridge (U.S. Patent No. 1,729,961). 
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Partridge shows in figures 1-5 a display comprising a polyhedron (10), a backing (1 1), first and 
second recesses (12), and first and second flanges (20,21) which are bent more than 90 degrees. 
In regard to claim 3, as broadly defined, the planar portion of the backing is considered to 
"conform" to the dimensions of the one planar side. In regard to claim 15, the flange is 
considered to be bent inwardly about 180 degrees. In regard to claim 17, the recesses (12) are 
considered to extend from one end to another end and one of the ends is considered to be the top 
and the other end is considered to be the bottom. In regard to claim 18, as defined, the recesses 
are considered to be L-shaped. In regard to claim 21, the upper portion of the recesses (12) are 
arcuate. In regard to claim 23, the free edge of the flanges shown by Partridge would create some 
bias. 

Claims 24 and 39 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

Claims 4-14,25-38, and 40-41 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Brian K. Green whose telephone number is (703) 308-101 1 . The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Paul Dickson, can be reached on (703) 308-2089. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9326. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 

BRIAN K. GREEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
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Aug. 14, 2002 



